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Introduction

Knowledge, diffusion and innovation have been present in the agriculture from the
Neolithic Revolution. Throughout history agricultural knowledge has solved all kind
of challenges: adaptation to different global ecosystems, pests, dryness, growing
food demand, etc. Nowadays the agricultural challenges imply continuing to develop
solutions and innovation. This document systematize the key actions to keep in
mind to speed the innovation process in the agricultural sector.

ConNecta Project

In 2015, the Spanish Agricultural Research Institute (INIA) funded ConNecta Project.
Seven Spanish agricultural research centres were interested on improving the
Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Systems (AKIS). According Standing
Committee on Agricultural Research AKIS (SCAR- AKIS) group proposals, ConNecta
has deepened in the key elements that facilitate innovation. Specifically, this project
focuses on two key stakeholders’ perceptions: farmers and researchers.
Furthermore, it analyses different agricultural research structures mapping their
stakeholders and their relationships.

The ten most important highlights have been resumed in this document. They are
an orientation to develop future AKIS.

- Mapping AKIS and micro-AKIS systems in each region and sector. 
Focusing on circulation and/or transfer knowledge structures and key 
stakeholders.

- Gathering farmers’ traditional knowledge and traditional practices. 

- Fostering meeting points in order to facilitate  farmer to farmer 
exchange knowledge and concerns.

- Fostering meeting points in order to facilitate the dialogue between
traditional and scientific knowledge and to identify common working
lines.

- Supporting research projects focused on needs of the agricultural 
sector and paying attention to traditional knowledge.

- Incorporating TICs.

- Performing participative trials.

- Funding change of practices to avoid additional costs during the 
transition.

- Supporting and advising to famers during de transition to innovative 
practices.

- Making farmers aware of future challenges.
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